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Developmental Research on Design Ethics:
Reflections on Technology, Sustainability and Design Responsibility
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ABSTRACT Design ethics, gradually appearing in the process of modern design develop-
ment, is the reflection and concept of morality, sustainable development, the relationship
between artificial society and natural environment. The development of science and technol-
ogy and the slow progress of social humanities are driving the design process, and the defi-
nition and connotation of design are also constantly changing. Despite the recognition that
ethics is an integral part of design, the recognition of the risks, adverse side effects, and se-
quelae that design brings in its execution and operation, our research on design ethics is still
seriously inadequate. The purpose of design is to make human life better, and design as the
core of daily life exists in this world, so how do we consider the relationship between design
and users, society, and the natural environment? Many research on design ethics is short of
interaction with design practice. This paper puts forward new interpretation requirements
for design ethics from the three aspects: technology promotion, sustainability and social
responsibility. This paper holds that design should be promoted by science and technology,
benefit sustainability and design responsibility, and makes a realistic and comprehensive
analysis of design ethics by combining the social context of design practice with the theoret-
ical framework of design ethics.
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